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acitivity by reason of imprisonments, and we have an ideal state
for the establishment of swaraj,
PROOF OF HEALTH
That imprisonments instead of producing demoralization act
as an incentive to healthier national growth is evidenced by two
letters received from accurate observers. A friend writes from
Barisal:
East Bengal is indebted to Pir Badshah Mian's arrest for the Hindu-
Muslim unity which is now quite firm and the boycott of foreign cloth
which is now complete among the masses.
Equally emphatic is the testimony from Andhradesha. The Andhra
letter says:
The real swadeshi spirit has not yet seized the hearts of the people
though there is ample evidence of growing conviction in favour of the
movement. In many places the required khadi is not available. The
weavers are not yet quite willing to weave the swadeshi yarn, and for those
that are willing there is not adequate supply of yarn. . . . One thing that
seems to accelerate the progress is the policy of repression adopted by
the Government. Many a sleepy hollow has been roused to activity by
the arrest and imprisonment of someone or other of the Congress workers,
and if these arrests and imprisonments are made on a large scale, there
will undoubtedly be speedier progress in all directions. As we go on, we
find apprehension of violence growing less and less.
Everyone who writes to me from Karachi testifies to the grow-
ing strength of the people side by side with their growing disci-
pline and self-restraint and a growing adoption of swadeshi. And
all this, because the distinguished prisoners are being tried in
Karachi. This trial is an object-lesson to the Government and the
people in non-violence coupled with courage bordering on defiance.
"We have no respect for your courts" was for the first time heard
at Karachi in a British-Indian court of law. What is more, the
judge is powerless to deal with this open contempt of court. Why?
Because the big bulky brusque Shaukat Ali who uttered the senti-
ment had no feeling against Kennedy the man. He showed real
fellow-feeling for the man in the judge by letting him know that
he loathed the system which he was blindly encouraging.
THE LOGICAL RESULT
The logical result of all this reasoning is that we must quickly
organize ourselves for courting arrests wholesale, and that not rude-
ly, roughly or blusteringly, certainly never violently, but peace-